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INTRODUCTION

When Hillel was asked to sum up Jewish teaching while standing
on one foot, he said, “What is hurtful to you, do not do to your
neighbor.” But then he added this: “The rest is commentary.
Go and learn.”

We are never free from that mandate. It is the essence of our
obligation and commitment as Jews to learn. Only then can the
broad generality of “Love your neighbor” become focused,
rooted in the accrued wisdom of our tradition, in how we
understand our place in it, and in the future to which we aspire.

We are delighted to be able to offer to our community many
diverse opportunities to “go learn” from Hebrew language, and
Bible and Talmud, to contemporary Jewish literature, spirituality,
and politics. Select one or more of these opportunities and seize
it. You will do Hillel proud, and will, best of all, discover the joy
of learning with peers.

- Rabbi Gordon Tucker

OUR EDUCATIONAL VISION STATEMENT

Temple Israel Center engages all our members in the beauty of
living and learning Jewishly.

We believe that, just as each letter in a Torah scroll is indispensable, each
person's spiritual development is necessary for the integrity and the

continuity of the Jewish community and for living responsibly in the world.

The mitzvot, shared by our families and our community, are learning
and living Torah and Jewish values, tikkun olam and prayer.

Our two priority goals for every educational experience are:

¢ BUILDING COMMUNITY
¢ LIVING JEWISHLY
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HOLIDAY PREPARATION: PASSOVER WORKSHOPS

A. UNDERSTANDING THE HAGGADAH
This is a one session, pre-Passover exploration of text in preparation
for your Seder.

Instructor: Rabbi Dina Shargel
Schedule: TBD
First Session—9:45 am
Second Session—11:15 am
Location: Room 8
Fee: Membership benefit

B. PASSOVER TUNES with CD
This course is designed to enliven your sedarim with new melodies.
Participants will receive a CD for home use.

Instructor: Cantor Jack Mendelson
Schedule: Dates to be announced
Location: Lower Level Conference Room
Fee: Membership benefit

HEBREW LANGUAGE

A. BASIC HEBREW—CRASH COURSE

You can learn Hebrew in 5 easy lessons! Following a curriculum and
materials created by the National Jewish Outreach Program, these
courses have given thousands of people a reading knowledge of the
Hebrew language.

Instructor: Ayala Rybak
Schedule: Wednesday evenings, 6:30—7:30 pm

October 26

November 2, 9, 16, 30
Location: Room 19
Fee: Membership benefit

B. INTERMEDIATE HEBREW READING COMPREHENSION

This continuing course focuses on reading comprehension and
grammar. This year, we will continue to read simple newspapers,
and other texts, but the class is now being conducted largely in
Hebrew. If you have not previously been in this course, you may
certainly participate, but please consult Rabbi Tucker first.

Instructor: Rabbi Gordon Tucker

Schedule: Sunday mornings, 9:30—10:30 am
Location: Irene Schwebel Chapel

Fee: Membership benefit

C. INTERMEDIATE CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW
This is a continuing course in Hebrew conversation. Hebrew
grammar is reviewed and Hebrew stories and newspapers are read.

Instructor: Tamar Honig
Schedule: Wednesday afternoons, 1:30—2:30 pm
October 5

November 2, 9, 16, 30
December 7, 14, 21
Location: Room 21
Fee: TBD



THE LEARNING INSTITUTE

A. JEWISH AMERICAN LITERATURE: A NORTON ANTHOLOGY
A survey of Jewish American literature from pre-revolutionary days
to contemporary writers. A historic perspective will be interwoven
with selections that include short fiction, essays, poems and
correspondence by authors as varied as Abraham de Lucena who
wrote a moving letter to Peter Stuyvesant in 1656, to E.L. Doctorow
and Allegra Goodman among many others.

Instructor: Gloria Goldreich, critic, novelist and lecturer
Schedule: Tuesday mornings, 9:30—10:45 am

B. THE BOOK OF EXODUS

This year, we begin the study of the Book of Exodus, the second
book of the Torah, using the translation and commentary of Robert
Alter. Exodus contains the stirring story of the slavery of the Israelites
and their liberation from Egypt, the revelation at Mount Sinai, the
beginnings of Israelite law, and the construction of a sanctuary for
worship. These rich texts will provide us with an abundance of
opportunities for deep discussion and interpretation.

Instructor: Rabbi Gordon Tucker
Schedule: Tuesday mornings, 10:50 am—12 noon
Text: The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary

by Robert Alter, W.W. Norton and Company

DATES (both class sessions)
September 6, 13*, 20**
*double session w/ Rabbi Tucker
**double session w/ Gloria Goldreich
October 11, 18, 25
November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
December 6, 13, 20
Location: Reception Hall 2 ~ Refreshments provided

FEE
T.I.C. Members: $70; T.I.C. Seniors 60+: $65
Non-Members: $80; Non-Member Seniors 60+: $75
Per Session Guest Fee: $18 (Full Morning)
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BIBLE AND RABBINIC LITERATURE

A. MISHNAH TRACTATE BERAKHOT

This year, we are continuing our study of Tractate Berakhot in the
Mishnah, which deals with Jewish prayers and blessings. By focusing
on the value and practice of communal worship, this text bridges last
year's theme of Tefillah (worship) with this year's theme of Kehillah
(community). We refer liberally to the Hebrew text of the Mishnah,
but we mostly read in English translation, and the class is entirely
conducted in English. Sections from the Talmudic expansion on the
Mishnah are also read and discussed. Even if you have not
previously been with us, you are cordially welcome to join this lively
study fellowship.

Instructor: Rabbi Gordon Tucker
Schedule: Alternate Tuesdays evenings, 8:15 pm
September 6
October 4, 18
November 1, 15, 29
December 13
Location: Monte & Evelyn Daniels Memorial Library
Fee: Membership benefit

B. MIDTOWN TALMUD CLASS

In this class, we will be studying Tractate Megillah, which deals with
the laws and lore of the festival of Purim, the rules concerning the
reading of the Torah throughout the year, and practices relating to
the synagogue. As always in the study of Talmud, unexpected and
often delightful tangents will abound, bringing us into contact with
issues in Jewish history and theology.

Instructor: Rabbi Gordon Tucker

Schedule: Alternate Thursday afternoons, 1:00—2:00 pm
Call Susan Galla at ext. 112 for schedule

Location: Midtown NYC

Fee: TBD



BIBLE AND RABBINIC LITERATURE

C. BREAKFAST & LEARN with RABBI SHARGEL - FALL 2011
ON DEATH: JEWISH MOURNING (PART 2)

Death is a subject that eventually touches each of us. Are mourning
practices of the Jewish tradition geared primarily toward honoring
the dead or attending to the needs of the mourners? This fall, we will
examine primary sources from the Shulhan Arukh (Jewish Law Code)
and engage in class discussion. Open to new and returning students.
Breakfast will be served.

Instructor: ~ Rabbi Dina Shargel
Schedule:  Friday mornings, 7:50 am
September 9, 23
October 7, 28 (class will start at 8:00 am)
November 4, 18
December 2, 16
Location: Room 19
Fee: Membership benefit

D. FAMILY MISHUGAS: FAMILY DYNAMICS & THE BIBLE—NEW!
Abraham hears voices telling him to sacrifice his son. Rebecca and
Isaac both play favorites. Jacob has a little problem with
kleptomania. Okay, they're nuts, but they're family! An informal
discussion on real family life, refracted through Genesis, Midrash and
modern psychological interpretation.

Instructor: Rabbi Michael Goldman

Schedule: Alternate Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:00 am
Begins October 23

Location: Room 21

Fee: Membership benefit

TEMPLE
“{%J ISRAEL
CENTER

“... Temple Israel Center will become a
genuine home for Jewish learning... We
will become a model of what a ‘learning,
willing, and striving’ Jewish community
can be, and our own members will look
increasingly to us as the place to explore
and fulfill their Jewish intellectual,

moral, and spiritual needs.”

From the vision statement of the
Temple Israel Center
Second Century Torah Education Subcommittee
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SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND

We will spend this weekend exploring what it means to be a
synagogue of relationships as we continue to build and strengthen
our community.

Dates and details to be announced.

“Community”
by Mordechai Rosenstein,
T.I.C. Centennial Artist
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ENHANCING SYNAGOGUE SKILLS

A. INDEPENDENT STUDY

Would you like to learn to read Torah or chant a Haftarah?
Brush up on your synagogue skills? Our clergy is always willing to
assist you. Call Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Rabbi Michael Goldman,
Rabbi Dina Shargel or Cantor Jacob Mendelson if you are
interested.

B. ADULT BAR/BAT MITZVAH

Are you an adult who did not have the opportunity to celebrate
becoming a Bat/Bar Mitzvah? This class will begin with a focus on
Hebrew reading and some comprehension. Enrollment limited to 12.

During the rest of the course we will learn:
* to chant Torah and Haftarah trope
* the basic structure of the morning, afternoon and
evening prayers (Shaharit, Minhah and Ma'ariv)
* the Jewish calendar and relevant pieces of
Jewish history
* how to prepare ashortd & v a r serfnonr a h /

At the end of the course, we will prepare a culminating ceremony to
celebrate the students and share their learning.

Instructor: Rabbinic Intern Aderet Okon Drucker

Schedule: Tuesday evenings, October 25—June 1
7:30—9:00 pm

Location: Room 19

Fee: Membership benefit
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BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY—NEW!

A. WHAT DOES COMMUNITY MEAN TO YOU?

We will explore various Jewish and secular texts about the idea of
creating a synagogue of relationships and what it means to you to be
part of a caring community.

Instructor: Nancy Parkes

Schedule: Sundays, 11:00 am—1:00 pm
November 6
January 22
March 11

Location: Room 19

Fee: Membership benefit

B. BIKKUR HOLIM

In this class, we will explore the traditional sources about the
mitzvah of visiting the sick and then translate what is learned into
action in our own community.

Instructor: Rabbi Michael Goldman
Schedule: Monday evenings, 8:15-9:45 pm
October 31

November 4, 19

December 12, 19
Location: Monte & Evelyn Daniels Memorial Library
Fee: Membership benefit
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BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY—NEW!

C. BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH HESED

There are so many ways to define hesed; kindness, benevolence and
altruism to name a few. We will discover traditional and creative
ways to deepen our connection to each other as well as encourage
personal and spiritual growth as we explore the true meaning of this
word.

Instructor: Rabbi Michael Goldman
Schedule: Thursday evenings, 8:15—9:45 pm
January 12, 19, 26
February 2, 9
Location: Monte & Evelyn Daniels Memorial Library
Fee: Membership benefit

D. INTRODUCTION TO CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

This course is for anyone interested in learning more about Conser-
vative Judaism. During our learning together, we will explore the
history of Conservative Judaism, theology, the role of halakha, life
cycle events, and more.

Instructors: Rabbis Gordon Tucker and Michael Goldman,
Nancy Parkes

Schedule: Monday afternoons, 2:45—3:45 pm
October 31
November 7, 14, 21, 28

Location: Room 19

Fee: Membership benefit
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JEWISH MUSIC STUDY

A. FOUR- PART CHOIR (SOPRANO, ALTO, TENOR, BASS)
Explore various forms of Jewish music in this continuing course with
Cantor Mendelson. If you have some ability to read music and can
carry a tune, bring your zest for singing.

Instructor: Cantor Jacob Mendelson

Schedule:  Alternate Thursday evenings, 8:15—9:30 pm
Begins October 27

Location: Lower Level Conference Room

Fee: Membership benefit

B. BREAKFAST & LEARN with RABBI SHARGEL - SPRING 2012

ON LIFE: THE SONG OF SONGS (SHIR HaSHIRIM) — NEW!
This semester, we welcome spring with an in-depth look at the
Bible's great love poem. We will examine the text and musical
settings of the poetry, and consider classical, rabbinic and modern
scholarship on the subject, including contemporary feminist biblical
criticism. Breakfast will be served.

Instructor:  Rabbi Dina Shargel
Schedule:  Friday mornings, 7:50 am
Location: January 6, 20

February 3, 17

March 2, 16, 30

April 20

May 4, 18

June 1, 15

Room 19
Fee: Membership benefit
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CONTEMPORAY JEWISH THOUGHT

A. THE LEGACY OF GERSON D. COHEN —NEW!

This three-part series will introduce participants to the scholarship
and thought of Dr. Gerson D. Cohen, Chancellor of JTS from 1972
to 1986, marking the 21 year since his death. We will read from
both his scholarly writings as well as his more popular essays. A
picture will emerge of a breathtakingly creative thinker, who more
than ever has much to teach us.

Instructor: Rabbi Gordon Tucker
Schedule: Tuesdays evenings, 8:15—9:30 pm
November 8, 22
December 6
Location: Lower Level Conference Room
Fee: Membership benefit
B. THEOLOGY

This is an informal study group to read texts and discuss issues
relating to being a Conservative Jew in the contemporary world.

Instructor: Rabbi Gordon Tucker

Schedule: Saturday mornings, 8:00 am
just prior to the Shabbat morning service
(Please check with Susan Galla, ext.112,
for exceptions)

Location: Evelyn & Monte Daniels Memorial Library
Fee: Membership benefit
17



EARLY CHILDHOOD—NEW!

A. PARENTING CENTER

(For parents & children 12—24 months)
A unique program that offers a supportive place for mutual learning
and growing. Under the guidance of skilled early childhood
teachers, children engage in creative play and socialization that
enhance their emotional, social and cognitive development.

Parents meet in the same room as their children for structured group
discussions facilitated by Dr. Marilyn Cooperman, a licensed child
psychologist. The discussions follow the interests of the group and
can include separation, limit setting, daily routines, eating, bedtime,
in-laws, spouses, stress and other aspects of child development.
Cultural and family issues dealing with Jewish family life are also
explored.

Instructor: Dr. Marilyn Cooperman
Schedule: Friday mornings, 9:15—10:30 am
Location: Nursery School Room 3

Fee: Full Year (29 sessions)

$1,543 member; $1,929 non-member
First Semester only (13 sessions)
$702 member; $845 non-member

B. TORAH TEXTPLORATION FOR WOMEN

Take a little time out for yourself and explore values, questions, and life
lessons through the voices of Jewish tradition. We will explore Torah
and traditional Jewish texts in order to uncover meaning, relevance and
spirituality as ancient teachings confront our modern lives. No previous
background required and drop-ins welcome.

Instructor: Erin Beser, Director of Family Education

Schedule: Friday mornings, 8:15—9:00 am
Begins September 23

Location: Nursery School Room 10

Fee: Membership/Nursery School benefit
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EARLY CHILDHOOD—NEW!

C. BABIES & BAGELS
Looking to connect with other parents of young babies while
learning from the experts? Join us at Babies & Bagels!

Bring your baby and friends to our FREE monthly drop-in group for members
and non-members, first-timers and veterans. . . everyone is welcomel!

Share coffee, bagels and conversation with other parents. A
different speaker will be featured each month. Topics include: sleep
issues, nutrition, dealing with in-laws, sex after childbirth, Jewish
parenting and more.

Instructor: Varies each month

Schedule: Friday mornings, 10:45—11:45 am
September 23
October 28

November 18
December 16
January 27
February 17
March 23
April 20
May 18
Location: Nursery School Room 3
Fee: Membership/Nursery School benefit

D. FIRST THURSDAYS with RABBI GOLDMAN
A chance to get in a little Jewish learning without having to rearrange
your schedule. Breakfast, with good coffee, will be served.

Instructor: Rabbi Michael Goldman
Schedule: First Thursday mornings of the month,
9:00—9:30 am
Location: Nursery School Room 9
Fee: Membership/Nursery School benefit
19



CONTACT INFORMATION

Rabbi Gordon Tucker
gotucker33@gmail.com
948-2800 ext.115

Rabbi Michael Goldman
m.goldman@templeisraelcenter.org
948-2800 ext.133

Rabbi Dina Shargel, Ritual Director
d.shargel@templeisraelcenter.org
948-2800 ext.121

Cantor Jacob Mendelson
cantorjm@templeisraelcenter.org
948-2800 ext.125

Aderet Okon Drucker, Rabbinic Intern
aderetokondrucker@gmail.com

Nancy Parkes, Director of Congregational Learning
n.parkes@templeisraelcenter.org
948-2800 ext.143

Erin Beser, Director of Family Education
e.beser@templeisraelcenter.org
948-2800 ext.113

Patty Goldstick, Nursery School Director
p.goldstick@templeisraelcenter.org
948-2800 ext.126

Ayala Rybak, T.1.C. Educator
ayalarybak@yahoo.com

Tamar Honig, T.I.C. Educator
Contact s.galla@templeisraelcenter.org

Adult Education Committee:

Madeline Dannis, Rabbinic Intern Aderet Okon Drucker, Joan Falk
Rabbi Michael Goldman, Irene Kohn, Cantor Jacob Mendelson
Marge Moline, Nancy Parkes, Fran Rosenzweig
Clifton Rothman, Rhonda Rubin, Rabbi Dina Shargel
Adrian Strizhak, Rabbi Gordon Tucker



